Literature Circles





Lit Circles are a way to have students discuss books and concepts with each other while practicing the active reading skills needed to become a proficient reader.  This classroom strategy empowers kids to use their own critical thinking and perspectives on pieces of literature all the while practicing oral and listening communication skills.  It also enables the teacher to connect students with books they are interested in reading that are on their level and demonstrate their learning in different ways.











3 Types of Lit Circles


Same Novel…………………………………Single Piece……………………………….Different Novel     


��Focus on Skills/Strategies	Focus on Active Reading Skills	Focus on Concepts





          Roles	       Roles                                                              Roles





Discussion Leader                 Reader/Discussion Leader                        Each student or group asked 


Literary Luminary                   Connector                                                   to take a different concept


Artist                                        Predictor                                                              Conflict


Connector                                Big Idea Person                                                    Character


Summarizer                             Read Between the Lines Person                             Plot                           


Word Builder                           Clarifier/Vocabulary Person                                   Images


Setting Person                         “Personalizer”                                                       Any element you                                                                                                                  


Private Investigator                 Summarizer                                                         wish to focus on








�








In each of these types students are divided into groups of three to six students (some teachers elect to have larger groups because they wish to fill all the roles.  These groups may remain consistent or they may be flexible, depending upon the model you elect to use or on the goals you have for the groups.   During the circles students have specific responsibilities and group responsibilities.  This may be graded by using the forms the students fill out and/or through their report to the entire class.  Not all of the roles mentioned above need to be filled in every lit circle, unless the teacher wants them to be covered.








Possible Step by Step Ways to Approach Lit Circles





Same Novel Groups


The teacher uses children’s literature and other readings to model the active reading skills/concepts they want the students to practice and use in the lit circles


Students read the same novel


After a reading session in class or at home the teacher and several students model a good lit circle for the class


Students are then divided into groups.  There are several ways to do this.  You might want to have the students volunteer for roles to play and then divide them into groups so that each group is made up of a people all willing to play the different roles.  You may want to mix them up by ability, placing different kinds of learners into each group so they can fulfill the different roles.  Also, you may consider just putting kids into groups and then having them decide which role to play.  These are a few of the ways to do this.


Kids are then asked to have a discussion about the book based on each person’s role being discussed by everyone.  Students can help each other fill the roles.  Materials should be available in the classroom to help students, such as access to the computer, dictionaries, art supplies, the teacher resource and resources….


Kids then report out to the rest of the class by their roles.


This process continues until the book is completely finished and it is time for assessment.


Assessment can consist of an individual assessment such as an Open Response Question, or several different options of what students can do to demonstrate their learning.  It should also involve some type of REFLECTION by the student about the Lit Circle process and how it helped or hindered their reading of the book.  Also, as an assessment, the groups, or the people in each role put together, or in small groups the students produce some kind of product demonstrating their learning.


As for the assessment of the groups themselves, that should be established at the start through some kind of rubric for each group and individual.  Grading the response sheets is what some teachers use as the ultimate assessment for the lit circle.  They will require students to show that they have played all the roles or some of the roles throughout the reading of the book.














Single Piece





Same first steps as above.  Students must be familiar with the skills you want to practice before they can do them in lit circles.


The students are given a single piece of literature.  This can be an article of some sort or it could be a short story or even a poem.


They are given roles that require them to critically approach the literature so that the deliberately practice the active reading skills.  To me the active reading skills are…


Connecting (figuring out why you are reading something)


Questioning (asking questions about the book before and during the reading)


Predicting (making predictions about what will happen)


Confirming/Disconfirming Predictions (acknowledging when those predictions are proven true or false)


Clarifying (taking time to clear up words they can’t figure out or plot aspects they don’t understand)


Summarizing/Paraphrasing


Inference/Read Between the Lines (this person gets to the theme or underlining meaning of an image)


Personalizing (providing personal perspective—relating to characters, making judgments on the writing)


Recognizing (realizing when a writer uses an device or strategy you have learned…i.e. a metaphor)


Visualizing/Seeing the Picture (being able to use your mind to see the scene or character or description)





Each person in the group takes on a role in which they do one of these things as well as read aloud or take notes on the discussion.


An example of how this might work…  


The students are given the first half of a short story to read and discuss. 


 They are divided into several groups that have a Questioner, Predictor, Summarizer, Personalizer and a Reader/Inference person.  (These roles could be different depending on what you hope to accomplish)


Each person does their role aloud in front of the class….you may start with the summarizer in each group to stand up and summarize part of the story.  You facilitate a discussion of all the summarizers as they stand and summarize part of the story


Then the predictors get up and make their predictions as to what they think will happen


The questioners might then stand up and articulate questions they have for the rest of the story.


Then the teacher can give them the second half of the story and allow them to finish it.  Remind them they are not finished with their roles yet.  Sometimes the teacher may wish to read aloud to everyone or they may wish to just allow groups to finish.


When the story is finished you might want to confirm or disconfirm the predictions and have others in the group complete their role in the full class discussion.


By the end of this activity you have hit on many of the Active Reading Skills and modeled them in action to the entire class.


Then students could do a reading log entry in which they utilize the rest of the active reading skills they did not touch on in the discussion and/or reflect upon the process of lit circle.














Different Novels





Lit Circles can be done even when every student is reading a different novel or there are several novels being used based upon the same theme.  These Lit Circles can enable students to talk about their book with students reading different books or a small group that shares the same book.


These Lit Circles can easily be built around concepts.  For example, you can teach kids about CONFLICTS in literature.  Then they can go into groups and discuss the CONFLICTS they find in their book.  


They can use a graphic organizer of some sort to compare and contrast the conflicts found in each of their different books.


If they are all reading the same book in that particular group, they could be asked to agree upon who is the Protagonist of their book, draw the protagonist on large chart paper and then annotate the character by showing different ways this character is revealed.  The Eight Ways to Reveal Character I taught my students were…


Physical Description


Objects They Possess


Physical Actions


The Way others React to them


Dialogue


Idiosyncrasies (little things they do)


Thoughts


Background Information 


When they have finished this chart they present it to the class


This approach can be used with numerous elements you want to teach.  And it can be ongoing.


If you have five different books spread out among the 30 kids, you may want to mix up the groups some…having them meet with common books sometimes, then other times, they would meet with people reading different books.  If the unit is based around a theme of some sort, it makes it easy to have these organized group discussions.






































Literature Circle


Your Role for Today is





Discussion Leader





Your Name: _____________________________ 


Group Name: ____________________________





Book or Books You Are Reading: 





# of Pages Covered in Today’s Group:  _______  to  ________





Discussion Leader’s Job Description


It is your job to have at least five questions your group may wish to discuss about the book today.  You are there to help the group stay on task and talk over the important issues of the book and what the teacher wants you to do today.  You attempt to get everyone to share their thoughts about the book and help them fulfill their role on the team.  Below, you may list your questions for the day before the group begins.  If you need help, there are quite a few sample questions below that might help you think up questions of your own.  If you need to use some of the questions below, you may, but you must still write them down in the spaces below.





Questions or topics for today





__________________________________________________________________





_________________________________________________________________





_________________________________________________________________





_________________________________________________________________





_________________________________________________________________





Sample Questions


What did you think about while you were reading this book?


How did this part of the book make you feel?


Did you like or dislike this part of the book?


Have you ever personally felt like the main characters in this novel?


Who can summarize what happened in this part of the book?


Why do you think the teacher chose this book for us to read?


Why did you choose this book?


What are the two most important things to happen in the book so far?


Who can make a prediction about what will happen next?





What should we talk about or continue talking about tomorrow?  ________________________________


Reading Assignment for tomorrow Page _____ to Page ________





Literature Circle


Your Role for Today is 





Literary Luminary





Name: ______________________________________


Group Name: ________________________________





Book or Books You are Reading:





# of pages covered in today’s group:  page ______ to page ______





Literary Luminary’s Job Description


Your job is to find some special sections in the book you want to share with the entire group.  The idea is to help them understand and remember the book better by reading important, exciting, or even confusing parts of the book.  Choose a paragraph or two to read, figure out why you chose those paragraphs based on how important they are to the story or how well written they are.  If you can find specific paragraphs that have things you are studying in class, it can be really good.  Also, you don’t have to be the one to read them aloud.  You could ask someone else in the group to read (try to make sure it is someone who will volunteer). You could even read a part like a play if it has several characters in it.  You could even have people read them silently and then discuss it with the whole group.  Make sure you fill in the chart below.





Page # /Paragraph # Reason for picking this part             Plan for sharing it with the group





1. ____/___                __________________________           ______________________





2. ____/___                __________________________           ______________________





3. ____/___                __________________________           ______________________








Reasons you might Have Chosen This Part





Very Important to the Story                                                             Well Written


Surprised You                                                                   Has Something You’ve Studied in Class in it


Very Funny                                                                       Made You Think of Something From Your Life


Don’t understand and the Group Could Help You     You Think it will be brought up in the Book Again 





What Was the Response of the Group to this Section?   What did they say?  Record it below.




















Assignment for Tomorrow: Page _____ to Page ______














Literature Circles


Your Role for Today is





ARTIST





Name:  ___________________________________


Group Name: _____________________________





Book or Books You Are Reading:  





# of Pages covered in today’s Group:  Page_____ to Page _____





Artist’s Job Description


Your job is to draw or put together some kind of artwork that is related to the reading.  You can make it a sketch, watercolors, cartoon, diagram, chart, scene, collage, or anything else you can come up with.  If it is something besides one of these listed above, you must check with the teacher first.  This artwork should relate directly to the book and you should be able to explain to the group how it relates to the reading you have done.  It can be a scene from the book or it can be something the pages of the book remind you of in your own life.  It can be any idea or feeling you get from this section of the book.  Remember, it can be a chart comparing two characters or it could be a timeline or something that summarizes what is happening in the story.  You may use something as small as the other side of this sheet or a separate sheet of paper that is bigger.





The Way You Will Present Your Art Work


First, you will show everyone the artwork and allow him or her to say what they think it means and how it relates to the story. They will be trying to connect your picture to their own way of thinking about the book.  They may also point out things they don’t understand.


After they have finished, you will explain to them what your artwork means, where it came from in the book and what it represents.


Your artwork will be posted in the room so that as we read the book we can refer back to it if we want.











A Place for the Artist to Take Notes


What will you draw or create?











What does the drawing represent?








What part of the book does it refer to?








What do you hope your drawing makes the group think about when they see it?











Assignment Pages for Tomorrow:  Page_____ to Page _____





Literature Circle


Your Role for Today is


CONNECTOR





Name: ___________________________________


Group Name: _____________________________





Book or Books you are reading:





# of Pages covered for today:  Pages _____ to  _____





Job Description for Connector


Your job is to find things about the book that connect to or are related to the world outside the book.  This means connecting the book to the your life and the life of the other people in the group.  Maybe it has to do with something in the news or something that goes on at school or decisions that people have to make in the real world.  It might be problems you see in the school or the community or in the world that are also in this book.  It might remind you of other books you have read or of things you have seen in movies, television or art.  You might have read another book by the same author and this book reminds you of the things that happened in that other book.   There are no right or wrong answers to this part, as long as you find things that connect the book to other aspects of the real world or to other books, stories, characters or art.








Here Are Some Connections I Found Between this Part of the Book and Other People, Places, Events, Books, Ideas, …..


�  Scene or Idea in the Book……………………………………What it is Connected to in Life 








1. 








�








2.








�        








3.





�        








4.





�	


Assignment for Tomorrow: Pages _____to _____ 











Literature Circles


My Role for Today is





SUMMARIZER


Name: ____________________________________


Group Name: ______________________________





Book or Books you are Reading:





# of pages covered for today:  Pages _____to _____





Summarizer Job Description


Your job is to make a brief summary of today’s reading.  The other members of you group will expect you to give them a brief overview of what happened.  It should be one to two minutes long and should hit the key points of what has happened in this part of the book.  You should try to hit the highlights, or main points of this part.  Only hit the important points, but you should be able to use character names and specific details so it is clear you did the reading.  Fill out the part below in which you give a two or three sentence summary of the whole section and then write out what you think are the most important specific things that happened.





Summary























Key Points of this Part of the Book:





______________________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________________











Assignment for tomorrow: Pages _____ to _____


























Literature Circles


My Role for Today is





WORD BUILDER


Name: ____________________________________


Group Name: ______________________________





Book or Books You Are Reading:





# Pages for Covered for Today:  Pages _____ to _____





Word Builder Job Description


Your job is to find a few important words in today’s reading assignment.  You should mark and later write down words that you do not know or seem interesting to you.  After you have a list of these words you should jot down the definition of the word.  You can use a dictionary, thesaurus or some other method to find out what the word means.  These don’t have to always be difficult words that you or members of your group may not know how to spell or define easily.  They can also be words that are important to the story.  It may be a word or expression that a character says over and over again.  Be ready to point out all these words to your group.  You should help them find the word and talk about what it probably means.  Use the sheet below to write down the words you will discuss with the group.





Page # and Paragraph #                      WORD                                Definition of the Word           


  Of the word





1.








2.








3.








4.








5.








6.








7.








Assignment for Tomorrow:  Pages _____ to _____




















Literature Circles


My Role for Today is 





SETTING PERSON


Name: ____________________________________


Group Name: ______________________________





Book or Books We are Reading:





# of Pages covered in today’s assignment:  Pages _____ to _____





Setting Person’s Job Description


The setting is the time and places that a story takes place.  When characters move around in a book the scene changes.  It is important for everyone in your group to see that the setting in the story can change quite often.  The group must know where things are taking place in the story to really understand what is happening.  Your job is to track carefully where the action takes place during today’s reading.  You must describe each SETTING in detail.  You can write it out if you want, but you can also create a map of some sort on the back of this sheet to display where all the action is happening if you want.  Either way you must write out all the locations used by the writer in today’s section.


Below Describe Each Setting or go to the back and Sketch a Map or Chart





Where today’s action begins in the book                                       Page or Pages where it is described


_____________________________                                               __________





_____________________________                                               








Where the Key Events Happen Today                                          Page or Pages where it is described





__________________________________                                                        _____________





__________________________________                                                        _____________





__________________________________                                                        _____________








Where Today’s Events End                                                             Page or Pages where it is described





___________________________________                                                      ______________





___________________________________                                                      





___________________________________











Tomorrows Assignment:  Pages _____ to _____














Literature Circles


My Role for Today is 





PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR


Name: ______________________________________


Group Name: ________________________________





Book or Books We Are Reading:





# of Pages covered in today’s assignment:  Page _____ to ______





Private Investigator Job Description


Your job is to dig up some background information on any topic RELATED TO YOUR BOOK.  This information might include:





The geography, weather, culture or history of the book’s setting


Information about the author, his or her life, or other books they have written


Information about what was going on during the time period the book takes place.


Pictures, objects, news articles, that deal with aspects of the book


Music that reflects something about the book or the time period


An interview with people about why this book is good (this could include the teacher or other teachers in the building who know the book


Make up a history of a character from the book like a detective would if they followed them around


Internet research about the book and what others say about it


Any other idea you can come up with that involves you finding out things about the book





This is not intended to be a research paper, although you could make it one later if you wish.  You are to present you findings to the rest of the group.  Your goal is to help them understand the book better if at all possible.  Be sure to do things you find interesting and explain to the group why it is so interesting to you. YOU WILL BE PROVIDED TIME TO PRESENT THIS TO THE GROUP SO BE ORGANIZED, PREPARED AND PRACTICE GOOD PRESENTATION SKILLS








Some Possible Sources of Information


The Internet


The introduction, preface, or “about the author” part of the book


Encyclopedias


Magazine Articles


Interviews with people


Other books you have read by the writer


A book you are reading by the author as you read this book also


Book Reviews





Assignment for tomorrow:  Pages _____ to _____




















Group Grade Sheets








This sheet will be used during group activities to grade the group as a whole.  It is important that the group work together in order to get all _______ points for today’s group activity.





Today’s Activity: _________________________________________________________





Group Members:





























Grade Sheet                                                                                            Point total                 Comments





Group On Task:  1…..2…..3……4 ….5 ….6….7…8…9…10                          _____   








Proper Position:             1…..2…...3…..4……5                                                 _____  








Group Follows Instructions   1……2……..3………4………5                           _____








Group Completes Task       1…..2……3……4……5                                         _____








                                                                                                          Final Points:  ______ out of ______


Dewey Hensley, HSE





This document adapted from Harvey Daniel’s Literature Circles by Dewey Hensley











